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JASMS Welcomes Veronica Bierbaum as New
Associate Editor
Everyone knows Veronica Bierbaum as the Past Presi-
dent of the American Society for Mass Spectrometry
(ASMS). The Editors of the Journal of the American Society
for Mass Spectrometry are pleased to announce that her
energy, enthusiasm, and commitment will not be lost to
the ASMS as her 6-year tour of duty ends after the
present term of past president. Veronica has agreed to
join the editorial group and assist with the ongoing
development of JASMS, the society journal.
Veronica was born in Bethlehem, PA. She received a
B.A. degree from the Catholic University of America,
Washington, DC and a Ph.D. from the University of
Pittsburgh, under the direction of Professor Frederick
Kaufman. In 1974, Veronica joined the Department of
Chemistry at the University of Colorado as a Postdoc-
toral Research Associate where she has collaborated
with Professors Charles DePuy and Stephen Leone. She
is currently Research Professor in the Department of
Chemistry and Biochemistry and a member of JILA at
the University of Colorado.
Veronica’s research has focused on the kinetics,
dynamics, and thermochemistry of a wide variety of
gas-phase, ion-molecule reactions that have fundamen-
tal importance as well as relevance to atmospheric,
interstellar, and biomedical chemistry. She receives
research support from NSF, AFOSR, NASA, and NIH.
Her specialties, Chemical Physics and Physical
Chemistry, are not represented on the present editorial
team. Given that these areas are the foundation for the
science and practice of mass spectrometry and that
articles describing this work are underrepresented in
JASMS, it is appropriate for the journal to encourage the
submission of articles on fundamentals that are partic-
ularly relevant to the interests of the society member-
ship. The established areas of theories of mass spec-
trometry, thermochemistry of gas-phase ions, dynamics
of ion-molecule reactions, and ion structure and prop-
erties remain important. The new area of biophysical
chemistry will also be generally important as mass
spectrometry continues its role at the interface of biol-
ogy, chemistry, and medicine.
Veronica’s inaugural and happy duty was to prepare
a Focus or a special issue on the subject of fundamentals
to celebrate the work of Robert Squires, the 1998 winner
of the ASMS Biemann award. The unfortunate death of
Robert has caused a small change in direction. Veronica
is now assembling a special issue of the journal to be
dedicated to Robert’s memory.
Besides serving as Secretary of the ASMS Board of
Directors, Vice-President for Programs, President and,
currently, Past-President, Veronica has been active in
the Council of Scientific Society Presidents, and in 1998
served on their Executive Board and as co-chair of their
International Science Committee.
Veronica is married to Carleton Howard, a research
chemist at NOAA in Boulder, CO. They have two sons,
Benjamin and Daniel, aged 14 and 9 years, who make
their private lives busy and very rewarding.
Michael L. Gross
Editor in Chief
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